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How often should I pump out my septic at the cottage? 

Question 1

Question 2

What should I avoid putting down the drains in a septic system?

Question 3

How can I prevent overloading my septic system during busy weekends?

Septic Quiz

Question 4

What signs indicate my septic might be failing?

Question 5

Is it safe to use septic tank additives? 
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Answers

How often should I pump out my septic at the cottage? 1
For seasonal use, septic tanks should typically be pumped every 3-5 years. 
However, the frequency depends on the size of the tank, the number of 
occupants, and how often the cottage is used. If it’s heavily used, consider 
having it inspected annually to determine if pumping is needed sooner.

2 What should I avoid putting down the drains in a septic system?

Avoid flushing or washing down non-biodegradable items like wipes, sanitary 
products, cooking oils, coffee grounds, and harsh chemicals. These can clog 
the system or disrupt the natural bacterial processes essential for breaking 
down waste.

3 How can I prevent overloading my septic system during busy weekends?

Spread out water usage by staggering showers, dishwashing, and laundry. Encourage 
guests to conserve water, and consider using low-flow fixtures and toilets to reduce the 
strain on the system.
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Answers

What signs indicate my septic might be failing?4
Warning signs include slow drains, gurgling sounds in plumbing, unpleasant 
odours near the drain field or tank, overly lush grass around the septic area, 
or sewage backing up into the cottage. Address these immediately to avoid 
environmental contamination.

5 Is it safe to use septic additives?

Most septic systems don’t need additives if used correctly. In fact, some 
additives can harm the natural bacteria in the tank or disrupt the system. 
Always consult a septic professional before using any additives.

Septic Systems - FOCA answers Ontario cottage country questions
FOCA-Septic-Systems-Fact-Sheet-at-2019.pdf 
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