
Contact Information: 
  livingmagnetawan@gmail.com     705 387-4018

About me
•  Born and raised  

in LaSalle, ON

•  Retired Educator 
Teacher and Principal

•  Have resided in  
Round Lake Centre, ON;  
Bancroft, ON;  
and Bright’s Grove, ON

Why am I a Candidate for a  
Councillor Position in Magnetawan?
My wife Mary and I have lived in Magnetawan for the past 7 years 
and have enjoyed every minute. Our only regret is that we did not 
move to this area earlier! We were welcomed into the Magnetawan 
community with open arms from the moment we moved in, beginning 
with our most generous neighbours up and down our road, and soon 
after from the community at large, from the many businesses, service 
providers and residents in Magnetawan. At the risk of sounding 
“cliche”, I simply want to “pay it forward” as a Councillor representing 
the residents of Magnetawan, helping to ensure the well being and 
interests of our community.

I believe that to be effective in something that you involve yourself in, 
you must be willing to invest the time to “do it right”. I now have the 
time to invest!

I believe improvements can be made in the way our Municipal Government fulfills its mandates.

Communicating with Residents
Society operates in a digital world where texting, emailing, and social platforms enable communication 

to be quick, effective and widespread. BUT, many of our senior residents are not familiar, or comfortable 

with being “online”. Some residents have chosen not to have an online presence; thereby missing out on 

Municipal Notices and events. The Municipality does mail out periodic newsletters via Canada Post.

• Mail outs should be more frequent for those residents who request this service

•  Establish “Municipal Bulletin Boards” in the Villages of Magnetawan,  

Ahmic Harbour and at the Croft and Chapman Landfill Sites

•  These “Municipal Bulletin Boards” would be highly visible at locations 

frequently visited by permanent and seasonal residents

See back for more proposed improvements



“Wish List”
Composting Programme
•  A voluntary programme, where 

residents drop off compostable 
material at our two landfill sites

•  Composting would extend the life 
of our landfills, reducing volume 
of trash and providing a valuable 
resource for our gardeners and 
local farmers

Seniors’ Housing
The Municipality of Magnetawan has 
a growing number of senior citizens. 
Many of our seniors have lived in 
their homes for a long time, making 
a life for themselves and their 
families; all the while contributing 
to the Magnetawan that we all 
enjoy. However, many seniors are 
finding their homes just too large, 
too much grass to cut, too far from 
“town”, and the list goes on… Some 
residents find themselves moving 
to other areas of the province with 
more suitable housing options. 
However, many wish they could 
remain in the community they  
know so well and love.

•  I would support feasibility  
studies to determine the 
possibility of building smaller,  
one story homes/apartments, 
so our seniors have a choice of 
remaining in the Magnetawan 
area; housing options where 
maintenance is minimal and 
amenities easier to access

Municipal Notices for: Application for  
Zoning Amendments, Land Use Permits, etc.
 Enhance the way in which the Municipal Notices are posted,  
so that more residents are made aware.

•  Increase size of paper notices at properties in question 

•  Ensure residents are able to physically access posted signs 

•  Notices are currently delivered to properties within a 120m 
radius of the subject property, this distance should be increased

•  Post Notices on “Municipal Bulletin Boards” situated around  
various locations in the Municipality

 
Accountability
We vote for Mayor and Councillors, therefore; we should be aware  
of how elected officials stand on various issues. More recorded 
votes should be requested by individual Council members during 
Council Meetings; especially for important motions being voted 
upon that affect residents directly.
 
Short Term Rentals 
 Our cottage residents, whether their cottages are involved in 
short term rental activity or not, are extremely important to the 
Magnetawan community. Dollars are spent at our businesses, 
creating local jobs and tax dollars that support services and 
programs that all of us, as part of the community benefit from. 
The STR topic is a “hot button” issue in many jurisdictions across 
Ontario. Many jurisdictions have responded to concerns of residents 
by passing by-laws, licensing, and establishing guidelines for STRs.

 I am not opposed to a licensing system or the establishing of 
appropriate by-laws if the Planning Consultant recommends such 
action. My support for these actions would depend on the following:

•  Licensing/by-laws, etc. would have to be appropriate for 
Magnetawan, and be fair to all stakeholders

•  Council would work collaboratively with STR owners and all 
stakeholders to ensure that Council action is appropriate for all 

•  I would request that such by-laws/licensing system be 
reevaluated after a period of time to determine their 
effectiveness and adjust if necessary, in addition we would  
reach out to other jurisdictions for their experiences

 This is a complex issue; but one that we must tackle together to 
enable a positive balance between STRs and full time residents,  
so that the economic benefits and well being of all residents. 
continue in a sustainable way.

And so…
Even though I have not held a public office, I possess the skills  
and knowledge acquired from my professional background and life 
experiences in different communities, to be considered a worthy 
candidate for the position of Councillor for the Municipality of 
Magnetawan. If elected, I pledge to you that I will look out for  
the best interests of the community as a whole.

I am asking for your support and vote! THANK YOU!

 livingmagnetawan@gmail.com

  705 387-4018



My name is Julie Ferris-Lidstone. I have lived in Magnetawan for 20 years now. I moved 

here after retiring from my job as a Police dispatcher.  While working there I was a 

member of the contract bargaining committee and pay equity committees. I also 

volunteered with the Law enforcement torch run for Special Olympics. I was the 

secretary for my local MS chapter and volunteered for several other organizations. Since 

moving to Magnetawan I have continued to volunteer in the community. I am presently 

the Chair of the Library Board and assist with various recreational activities. I have 

always been interested in Municipal government and attend council meeting regularly. 

Even more so since I've decided to run for a seat on council. I feel it is important to be as 

informed as possible.  I have studied the  Ontario Governments Municipal Councillors 

Guide and I believe I have a fairly good understanding of how the Municipal Act 

works.  As I will be a first time councillor I will have more to learn but promise to 

represent all residents permanent and seasonal to the best of my ability. I care about 

this community and would dearly love to be able to help continue to make it thriving 

and prosperous for everyone. A couple of areas that are important to me are affordable 

housing, daycare and attracting new business. I would like to see our young people be 

able to remain living in the community while at the same time attracting new young 

families. I also believe women should be represented on council. It has been since 2006 

that we had our last female councillor. 

For these reasons among others I am seeking your support. 
 




